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FCCsunday 
July 9, 2017 

34 Hallelujah’s For the Forgiveness of our Sins 
THIS IS WHAT THE SOVERIEGN LORD SAYS 

 
THE INTRODUCTION: What a classic passage just read to us. A vintage snapshot of 
Jesus, heard around the globe and across the span of centuries, even millennia!  
“Neither do I condemn you”, rings in the ears of a caught in the act, love-starved prostitute! No 
condemnation is another way of saying You are forgiven! You are free from offending Him.  
Wow! 
 
This morning, since we are on the heels of lasts week’s Romans 8:1 declaration that there is now 
no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, I thought we would broaden that truth out 
this morning. Last week we considered 13 Sticks of Liberating Dynamite for the Soul. This 
morning’s message is titled: 34 Hallelujah’s For the Forgiveness of our Sins!  
You’ll see why in just a few moments… 
 
THE BIG IDEA: God, who records a record of our (MY) sins, in Jesus Christ, does not 
KEEP a record of our (MY) sins! 
 
ROOTED IN THE BIBLE : READ Psalm 130 
 
PSALM 130:1-2 THE GREAT DILEMMA: An awareness /  effects of God’s holy Law 
A song of ascents. Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; O Lord, hear my voice. Let 
your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy.  
 
PSALM 130:3 THE REASON FOR THE GREAT DILEMMA 
If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?  
 
Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from 
his presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, 
standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is 
the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in 
the books. (Revelation 20:11-12) 
 
“The nearer a person gets to God, the greater they see their sin.” - MLJ 
 
PSALM 130:4 THE ANSWER FOR THE GREAT DILEMMA 
But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.  
 
PSALM 130:5-6 THE EXPERIENCE OF THE ANSWER FOR THE GREAT DILEMMA 
I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I put my hope. My soul waits for the 
Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the 
morning.  
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PSALM 130:7 THE SPREAD OF THE ANSWER FOR THE GREAT DILEMMA 
O Israel, put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is 
full redemption.  
 
PSALM 130:8 THE CERTAINTY OF THE ANSWER OF THE GREAT DILEMMA 
He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins.  
 
 
So here we see: God, who MAKES a record of our (MY) sins, in Jesus Christ, does not KEEP a 
record of our (MY) sins! 
 

NOTICE: If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?  
 
 

1. Forgiveness needs two parties: An offended party and an offending party. 
 
Who is the one who does the forgiving? The offended or the offending? 
 
The one who is offended forgives the one who offends. 
 
“Everyone says forgiveness is a lovely idea, until they have something to forgive.”  
- C.S. Lewis  
 

2. Forgiveness happens in 2 directions: 
 

A. VERTICAL (ALWAYS FIRST) 
God, the offended…you, the offending! 
 
REAL offense against a REAL Person, REAL hurt, REAL pain caused. 
 
"The essence of forgiveness is (God) absorbing pain instead of giving it"  
- Tim Keller  
 
Forgiveness is God stop keeping score!  

If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
 
 

B. HORIZONTAL (ALWAYS SECOND) 
“forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors…” 
 

Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one 
another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  
(Colossians 3:13) 
 
"Forgiveness prefers our relationship more than being right"  
- Richard Rohr 
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34 Hallelujah’s For the Forgiveness of our Sins by Leonard Cohen 
 
Now, I've heard there was a secret chord 
That David played, and it pleased the Lord 
But you don't really care for music, do you? 
It goes like this, the fourth, the fifth 
The minor fall, the major lift 
The baffled king composing hallelujah 
Hallelujah 4 
 
Your faith was strong but you needed proof 
You saw her bathing on the roof 
Her beauty and the moonlight overthrew ya 
She tied you to a kitchen chair 
She broke your throne, and she cut your hair 
And from your lips she drew the hallelujah 
Hallelujah 4 
 
You say I took the name in vain 
I don't even know the name 
But if I did, well really, what's it to you? 
There's a blaze of light in every word 
It doesn't matter which you heard 
The holy or the broken hallelujah 
Hallelujah 4 
 
I did my best, it wasn't much 
I couldn't feel, so I tried to touch 
I've told the truth, I didn't come to fool you 
And even though it all went wrong 
I'll stand before the lord of song 
With nothing on my tongue but hallelujah 
Hallelujah 18 
 
 
 
Can you list this week 34 reasons for the forgiveness of your sins? 
 
Jesus straightened up and asks you & me, "Danny…, where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?" "No one, sir," I said.  
 
"Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin."  
(John 8:10-11) 
 
 
Amen! 
 


